
Analysing indigenous seasons
to hypothesise about indigenous epistemology and ontology





We are learning to:

Describe the indigenous conception of seasons

Compare and contrast between Western (European) and 

Indigenous conceptions of seasons

Hypothesise about indigenous knowledge systems 

(epistemology) and world view (ontology)

Learning objectives



Suggested holiday reading

Watch First Footprints through the library

https://griffith.kanopystreaming.com/welcome/video/first-footprints


The Australian Curriculum: Cross curriculum 

priorities

Conceptual Framework for the Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander Histories and 
Cultures

“The Australian Curriculum is designed to meet the needs of students 

by delivering a relevant, contemporary and engaging curriculum that 
builds on the educational goals of the Melbourne Declaration. The 
Melbourne Declaration identified three key areas that need to be 
addressed for the benefit of individuals and Australia as a whole. In 
the Australian Curriculum, these have become priorities that give 
students the tools and language to engage with and better understand 
their world at a range of levels. The priorities provide national, regional 
and global dimensions which will enrich the curriculum through 
development of considered and focused content that fits naturally 
within learning areas. They enable the delivery of learning area content 
at the same time as developing knowledge, understanding and skills 
relating to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Histories and Cultures, 
Asia and Australia’s Engagement with Asia and/or Sustainability. 
Incorporation of the priorities will encourage conversations between 
students, teachers and the wider community.”

https://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/f-10-curriculum/cross-curriculum-priorities/aboriginal-and-torres-strait-islander-histories-and-cultures/


Indigenous perspectives elaborations

Download a copy here

In 2018, elaborations 

from a First Nations 

perspective were 

written for the ACS

https://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/media/4200/new-content-elaborations-for-the-australian-curriculum-science-f-10.pdf
https://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/media/4200/new-content-elaborations-for-the-australian-curriculum-science-f-10.pdf


Compare and contrast Western and Indigenous 

conceptions of seasons

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_vQVjCdq-2I


Vivaldi’s four seasons

Springtime is upon us. 
The birds celebrate her return 
with festive song,
and murmuring streams are 
softly caressed by the breezes.
Thunderstorms, those heralds 
of Spring, roar, casting their 
dark mantle over heaven,
Then they die away to silence, 
and the birds take up their 
charming songs once more.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xcpc8VDsv3c
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Actually a map of indigenous estates
The Dreaming and The Law

- governed all behaviours
- The store of all knowledge
- Stored in the Arts (stories, pictures, 

ceremony, song)
- United all people

- Indigenous Australians occupied all ecosystems 
by 35,000 BCE
- established nationwide:

- knowledge and laws
- trade routes of ideas, technology, kin

The Law demanded everyone Care for Country. 
This involved:

- Firing (templates, highways)
- Performing ceremony
- Maintaining kinship



Tindale 1974 map of indigenous languages
First nations from ca. 10,000 
ya, after the great floods.

Tasmania became separated 
from the mainland, the 
Carpentaria islands, the Torres 
Strait, the Great Australian 
Bight, Sydney Harbour and the 
Queensland coastal islands 
were all created.

All this was permanently 
stored in the Dreaming stories.



• Junior Secondary science course

• Undergrads (B Ed) and Post Graduates (M Sec Teach)

• Surface level analysis – compare and contrast Western and Indigenous 

seasons

• Multi-level analysis

• Collaborative learning strategy – Jigsaw

• Synchronous, cloud-based tools

• OneNote, Teams

The activity



Kunbarlanja (West Arnhem land, WA) Tiwi Islands (Northern Territory)

Walmajarri (Fitzroy Valley, WA) Gooniyandi (Margaret river, WA)
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Student work
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Where to from here?

• We’ve only just 

begun…

• MUST engage with 

local elders

• Use hypotheses as 

talking points when 

yarning with elders



We are learning to:

Describe the indigenous conception of seasons

Compare and contrast between Western (European) and 

Indigenous conceptions of seasons

Hypothesise about indigenous knowledge systems 

(epistemology) and world view (ontology)

Learning objectives


